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' THE WHITE HOUSE )

WASHINGTON

ACTIiON August 17, 1982
MEMORLNDUM-FOR THE PRESIDENT ’

ROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK pv<~

F
SUBJECT: ~  __ NSDD on Leaks
Issue

Vhether to issue a National Security Decision Directive on leaks.

Facts

On January 12, you signed NSDD-19, which directed the agencies to
improve protection against unauthorized disclosures of classified
information, i.e., leaks. A subsequent memorandum asked Justice to
chair an interdepartmental review of the effectiveness of existing
statutes and regulations in this area. Bill Smith has forwarded the
results of this review, with a recommendation that a second, more
specific NSDD be issued. Bill's recommended NSDD, which has been
reviewed by all elements of the national security community, 1s at

Tab A.

Discussion

There is broad interdepartmental consensus that a more detailed NSDD
is needed to help stem the tide of unauthorized disclosures. Howaver,
a number of the agencies are concerned about the NSDD language on two
points: media contacts and polygraphs (paragraphs 1-d and 5, respec-—
tively). Bill Smith believes, and I agree, that issuing the NSDD
without these provisions will signal to leakers that our approach is
no more stringent than the ineffective measures of past Administra-
tions. I would note, too, that the NSDD simply regquires the agencies
to deyelop policies on these two points. It does not mandate the
substance or applicability of these policies, so that the agencies
are free to tailor the policies to their own circumstances. In sum,’
i€ we are serious about trying to stop leaks, we must be prepared to
take strong action, press and agency criticism notwithstanding.

XECOMMENDATION

O No

A

1. That you sign the NSDD at Tab A.

Attachment

Teb A Proposed'NSDD
Prepared by:

Robert M. Kimmitt
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